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Leah Watkins

Congratulations to the OCSS 

District Teacher of the Year 

Representatives

Dear Faculty and Staff, 
I am proud to dedicate this edition of the The Focus 
to our School and District Teachers of the Year. To 
be recognized by your peers and District leadership 
is certainly a worthy honor! 
 
Additionally, I would like to thank our local law 
Enforcement for their partnership in our SSO 
program! 
 
Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
 
 



Early Literacy

By: Vikki Hayslett
Early Reading Intervention 
 The Early Reading Intervention teachers provide 
short-term early intervention for first-grade students 
having difficulty with reading and writing. They use 
Reading Recovery (RR) intervention strategies. RR is 
a thoroughly researched and proven early literacy 
intervention. Individual students work one-to-one with 
a specially trained teacher for 12 to 20 weeks and 
receive daily 30-minute lessons. The Reading 
Recovery intervention received strong ratings across 
the following four domains: alphabetic knowledge, 
reading fluency, comprehension, and general reading 
achievement in the What Works Clearinghouse 
beginning reading category.
 
Obion County Schools’ Early Reading Intervention 
teachers are Teresa Sadler, Natalie Huebner, Jennifer 
Quinton, Amanda Spicer, Julie Ward, and Paula 
Boley. They have been able to help several low-
achieving first grade students to have success in 
reading and writing. Between the months of 
September and December, these teachers have 
served a combined total of 28 students, 18 of whom 
tested out before dismissed for Christmas break! The 
teachers decided that 7 of the students were in need 
of continuation of services for a few more weeks, and 
1 student, who was very close to testing out, moved 
away. A new round of low-achieving first grade 
students will begin receiving intervention services in 
January. After completing RR lessons, the students 
are able to do the following:
·         Read increasingly more difficult texts at an 
instructional level, expanding their power to learn from 
their own efforts and solve problems as they read and 
write.
·         Compose increasingly complex messages using 
resources to solve new words: students monitor and 
edit their work, knowing when and how to get help.
·         Continue to learn with supportive classroom 
instruction.
 

 
Our Early Reading Intervention teachers were asked 
to make a statement about the RR intervention. They 
stated the following:
“I have never seen another program aside from 
Reading Recovery and its strategies that gives 
students confidence and the ability to succeed in the 
classroom.” “Reading Recovery is my passion. I do not 
believe there is another intervention that reaches 
struggling readers to become successful readers as 
much as Reading Recovery does. I have had many 
joys in my teaching career, but to see a child go from 
being one of the lowest level children to becoming a 
successful reader has got to be on top. If a child can 
read, he can do everything he needs to do to become 
a successful and productive adult. I do not know of 
another program that teaches children 
these strategies. Students come to us with low self-
esteem and leave knowing they are equipped with the 
strategies needed to read. Their whole attitude 
changes. It's amazing! I think Reading Recovery is the 
BEST program in which I have ever taken part.” 
“I believe that Reading Recovery strategies work 
because they build each child's confidence and it 
builds on what they know to connect with new 
learning. I love seeing progress every day!” “I truly 
believe the Reading Recovery intervention strategies 
work.  I think working with struggling readers 
individually is beneficial because they do not have the 
distractions of the classroom.  I can work with the 
students starting with their strengths and relate it to 
their weaknesses.  Each child is different and their 
strengths and weaknesses are different too. I am able 
to tailor my lessons to the needs of each student and 
change them as needed.” 
“Because Reading Recovery is an individual 
intervention tailored to meet the specific needs of each 
student, I have witnessed amazing, accelerated 
progress for the hardest to teach children! This 
enables these children to become proficient in the 
classroom with not only reading, but in other subject 
areas as well.  With a strong reading foundation, 
students can become life-long learners!”
 
 
 
 



 
Federal Programs includes several grants that enable our 
district to provide services for students which would 
otherwise be unavailable. One of those grants is Title I, 
which allows schools to have either a school-wide 
program or a targeted assistance program. Our 
elementary schools have school-wide programs in which 
all students in the school benefit from the funds allocated 
for each site.  Each school also has teachers who serve 
as Tier 2 interventionists to help our students progress in 
reading and math or teach various content areas to 
reduce class sizes.  Additionally, the Title I grant 
purchases materials and supplies that would otherwise be 
inaccessible to our students.   
 
Obion County Central High School has participated in a 
Title I program for the first time this year. OCCHS 
implemented a targeted assistance program that is 
designed to help individual students focus on their 
academic needs with the help of an at-risk interventionist. 
The teacher helps students who may not have the credits 
to graduate work hard to close gaps and enable them 
to be able to graduate on time. In the first year of 
implementation, two students have graduated who may 
not have graduated at all because they did not complete 
their requirements to graduate last spring. Many more 
students are now on track to graduate who were not on 
track at the beginning of this school year.
 
In addition to Title I, there are several other grants under 
the Federal Programs umbrella that serve different 
purposes in our district. Title IIA is generally for 
professional development that is aligned with our district 
plan.  Title III provides some materials for our ESL 
students and professional development for our ESL 
teachers.  Title V is like Title I and funds a teacher and 
materials and supplies.  These are merely a few of the 
grants that provide various services in our district.
 
This month we had the opportunity to collaborate with the 
CORE office to engage in valuable training. Various ELA 
teachers from each school in grades 3-8 attended to build 
on the wealth of knowledge they already have in order 
to move student learning to the next level. The training 
included making instructional shifts and increasing text 
complexity that will build on student knowledge and 
reinforce reading and writing simultaneously. Pictured 
above is Ashley Kelly, lead presenter at our last training.  
We are creating a plan to work closely with her 
throughout the spring to model lessons, debrief, and plan 
with teachers.   

We are also approaching the time of year to begin 
the 6 Week Countdown to Testing! Each school 
plans a theme each week to focus on a plethora of 
topics, such as testing strategies including the 12 
Powerful Words and UNRA(A)AVEL, data chats 
with students, practicing with released test items, 
working on stamina, just to name a few.  We want 
students to be prepared to show what they 
know!         
 

In the M

iddle

By: Lesa Scillion

Obion County Schools remains committed to 
keeping our students safe while at school. Several 
new improvements have been implemented recently 
with funds from grants. Two-way radios were 
purchased and distributed to various schools to meet 
the needs identified by our building administrators. 
These radios will facilitate vital communications 
during emergencies. 
We also just started a program of using off-duty law 
enforcement personnel to patrol our five elementary 
schools during parts of the school day. We 
appreciate the willingness of the men and women in 
our law enforcement agencies to assist with this 
effort. We are confident this will not only enhance 
our security, but also promote a good rapport 
between the students and law enforcement.
Finally, we are in the process of upgrading our 
security cameras in several of our schools. With the 
new digital camera systems, we will have the 
capacity to use more cameras as well as provide 
easier access to first responders in the event of an 
emergency.
Obion County Schools welcomes any suggestions 
for improving the safety and security of our schools. 
Please contact Dale Hollowell or Adam Stephens at 
731-885-9743 if you would like to provide any input 
on school safety.

School Safety

By: Dale Hollowell



Food Service

By: Judy Denman
GREAT NEWS!!
Our cafeterias have been required to serve all 
whole grain products for the past several years.  
Thankfully we were granted a waiver that allowed 
us to serve enriched (white) sandwich bread, and 
buns, but everything else we served has had to be 
whole grain, from breakfast cereal to pasta to 
burrito shells.
Last week we received news that we no longer 
have to have the waiver.  We can serve any white 
(enriched) grain products as long as half of what 
we serve is whole grain.
This is WONDERFUL NEWS!!!  The first thing all 
our cafeteria staff thought of was being able to 
serve white biscuits again, which are accepted so 
much better by our students than whole grain 
biscuits!!!  It really doesn’t matter how healthy 
something is, if our students aren’t eating it, they 
aren’t benefitting in any way.  
So, if you haven’t already seen them in our 
cafeterias, be on the lookout for those soft and 
tasty biscuits. 
March 4-8 is National School Breakfast Week.  
Some schools are also celebrating Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday that week, and some are having give-
aways for students who eat school breakfast.  It 
will be a fun week!!
 
 

Data and RTI

By: Adam Stephens
RTI
Beginning in August 2019, our district will be 
transitioning to aimswebPLUS. Pearson, the company 
that purchased Aimsweb several years ago, is 
phasing out Aimsweb 1.0 and replacing it with the 
updated version. Because Aimsweb is our universal 
screener, this change will dramatically affect RTI, our 
screening process, goal setting and progress 
monitoring. This version of Aimsweb is very different 
and relies heavily on technology. Most of the regular 
screening and progress monitoring will be completed 
on the computer by the student (grades 2-12) or by a 
teacher logging responses (grades K-1). On January 
22nd, I sent an email to everyone highlighting major 
changes and providing information that will introduce 
this new version of Aimsweb. I encourage all K-8 and 
high school RTI teachers to review this email and 
take time to participate in one of the webinars offered 
throughout this semester. I believe that this transition 
will improve the overall effectiveness of intervention in 
our district; however, it will take time to learn how to 
best implement this new version. I will relay any 
information I receive about training that may make 
this transition easier.
 
 
 
Data
During the month of January, the board office staff 
met with teachers in each school to discuss data. I 
have answered questions or created reports for some 
teachers following most of these meetings. If you 
have any further questions or would like me to 
generate a certain report for you, please send me an 
email. Otherwise, we will now be changing our focus 
to the benchmark test that was given in February. 
Due to some previously scheduled professional 
development, the benchmark dates were moved to 
the week of February 19-22. Test and answer 
document preparation has begun and will reflect the 
most current enrollment. After the test is given, the 
reports will be distributed as soon as possible. Any 
supervisor will be available to discuss data with you 
as needed. This data will provide information that 
should be used to create final focus lessons leading 
up to the TNReady test.
 



News from the Schools

 Please welcome Ms. Cassandra Penick, our new part-time physical therapist, and Ms. Denise Wright, our new 
speech/language pathologist for Ridgemont and South Fulton Elementary.
 
Shout out to Ms. Katie Ramsey on performing above and beyond her teaching duties by painting a school mural in 
the front lobby of Ridgemont Elementary, Shane Upchurch, the technology teacher at Ridgemont Elementary for 
teaching a gifted class on coding and creation of apps, and David Whitesell on attending the STEM lab provided by 
Joseph Lewis.
 
A big welcome to Ms. Ali Daniel, special education teacher, at Hillcrest Elementary, she is an Obion County 
Central High School graduate and daughter-in-law of Mr. Tony and Ms. Pam Daniel, who teach Central and Lake 
Road.
A letter of sincere gratitude and admiration for the education and care given to a grandmother’s  grandchildren was 
mailed to our board members and our director concerning the following employees:  Ms. Julie Stork, special 
education teacher; and Ms. Stephanie Jones, special education assistant; Ms. Kristin Yates, first grade teacher; 
Ms. Sara McAlexander, fifth grade teacher; Ms. Janet Cunningham, educational assistant; Ms. Susie Willett, 
custodian; and Ms. Patresa Rogers, administrator.  The grandmother also shared the exemplary job performance 
used by these employees easing her grandchildren into becoming successful students while dealing with the loss 
of their mother at Black Oak Elementary.
Obion County Central CDC students were treated to a play in Jackson featuring Ms. Kelsey Montgomery as “Peter 
Pan,” the daughter of our very own special education teacher Ms. Tracey Montgomery.
Please remember the Transition Academy at Gibson County High School for students/parents on life after high 
school on March 7th from 5:00 to 7:00.
 

Special  

Education

By: Cynthia Rainey

Ridgemont

-How precious is this! Kindergarten students 
"Dream BIG." Translations:  I have a dream..
“that people are happy .“
“that all dogs have a home.”
“to be a good person.” 
 

Both our boys’ and girls’ basketball teams finished the season 
strong. Both teams won first place in the Obion County/ Area 16 
tournament. They travelled to Millington to compete in the West 
Tennessee Sectional tournament for a chance to advance on to 
the first ever TMSAA State Tournament in Murfreesboro.  
We would like to thank all of you who came to cheer on your 
student-athletes in the tournament. All of our county teams were 
able to play in front of full gyms each night, which makes for a 
great atmosphere. 

 

Hillcrest



SFMHS

AM 100 Objectives
These are our 6th-8th grade students who have reached 100 or more objectives in 
Accelerated Math....since Christmas!
  
STEM
Our STEM club working on their DPA Exhibitor's Challenge project in our new STEM 
lab.  We just found out that our students made it to the next round in the challenge.
 
Cafeteria
Our Cafeteria Staff is just the best!  These ladies always help everyone start their day 
with a smile and they always take such good care of us.  We love these ladies!!!
 
Ritter
Our very own Coach Nick Ritter taking the Polar Plunge raising over $400 for Special 
Olympics.  Coach Nick participated in the Polar Plunge in honor of one of his 
basketball players, Mr. Troy French.
 
MSTMSAA
We are so proud of our Middle School Girls Team who placed 4th in Class A Middle 
School Girls State Championship. Photo by Mrs. Teresa Hutchison
 
Senior students visited Kayser Automotive in Fulton, KY on January 4th. They were 
able to see the many career opportunities available in an industry. They not only 
toured the facility but also listened to engineers, human resource personnel, and 
leaders in the industry as they explained their job role. This was a great experience 
for our students!
 
South Fulton Middle School students participated in the Final and Championship 
Rounds of the 2019 National Geographic Geography Bee Jan. 16. Nine students 
tested into the competition through a preliminary geography test, and those nine 
competed today until we arrived at our winner. Carl Anthony Lattus, Luke Morris, 
Chandler Harmon, Brady McFarland, Tim Davis, Om Patel, Bryant Kimmons (3rd 
place), Joshua Roberson (2nd place), and Stewart Conner (1st place) all answered 
difficult geography questions and represented our school well. Congratulations to 
Bryant, Josh, and Stewart for being our top 3, and best of luck to Stewart as he goes 
on to attempt the state qualifying test next week!
 
DECA Regionals were held January 15th at Union University in Jackson. Our DECA 
members represented our school well. Winners that will advance to state in 
Chattanooga in March, include: 
Jonathan Morris-3rd in Role Play for Apparel and Accessories 
Grace Ann Merritt & Courtney Wherry-2nd Overall for Buying and Merchandising 
Event and on to DECA State
 
January 4th 2019 The South Fulton Red Devils won against the Gleason Bulldogs.  
During the game, South Fulton Senior, Dashun “Bill” Bradshaw scored his 1,000th 
point!  We are so proud of Bill!
 
We had a fun and successful day at HOSA regionals on January 8th. Proud of these 
kids! We brought home 
1st place- Emily Gaskins- Pathophysiology  
3rd place- Ava Long- Nutrition 
4th place - Morgan Joyner 
Marco Lopez 
Jake Clapper  
These students and our state only competitors will spend the beginning of Spring 
break in Chattanooga at the State conference!!



 
 
Co-Ed Cheerleaders are preparing to make their way to the NCA 
competition in Orlando.
 
Seniors Lane Partin, Brycen Rainey, and Matthew Cummings took 
advantage of the info session offered by Amteck and participated in the 
simulation trailer. This opportunity for our students is vital to the exposure 
of potential educational programs and career options.  
 
OCCHS has added to the 30+ ACT Tree! It continues to grow! Pictured left 
to right are: Maddie Fields, Kaylee Cook, Brandon Beard, Jacob Hudspeth, 
India Frost, and Samuel Ferguson.
 
Students in Mrs. Bingham's class are testing their biology skills during a 
collaborative lesson involving deductive reasoning.
 
 
Students participate in TCAT Signing Day 
 
Matthew Hooks, Alex Heathcock, Cole Guess, Trinity Baker and Jake 
Smith were chosen for All West Tennessee Band. 
 
 
 
 
We are ready for testing at OCCHS! Students from Mrs. Matheny's classes 
have posted testing strategies.
 
 
Culinary 3 students assist in food prep daily in our cafeteria. They also 
updated the bulletin board in the cafeteria. Each day, they do a fantastic job 
while gaining employment skills.
 
Project Hope is alive and thriving at OCCHS! The first community/parent 
meeting was held recently with a great attendance!
 
 
 
 

OCCHS



South Fulton Elementary

We want to thank Lowes Home Improvement for donating 
several bags of mulch to SFE to help with our flower beds.  
They also donated a grill earlier in the year.   They have been 
a true friend to SFE.  Pictured is the SFE Beta students who 
will be spreading the mulch.
 
 
 
 
Special thank you to the Woodmen of the World for donating 
a new flag to SFE.  
 
 
 
Our students have worked and had lots of work displayed for 
using the 12 powerful words.  
We want to recognize our National Geographic Geography 
Bee winners: 1st place – Gentry Wright, 2nd place – Clark 
Rice, 3rd place – Caleb Stout.  
Caroline Barclay won 1st place among the 5th graders in the 
county wide 4-H public speaking competition while Callie 
Tucker won 2nd place among the 4th grade students.  
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Eric Lipford for winning the 
Smart/Maher Citizenship Education Award given by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #4862 from Union City.

LRS also hosted a wonderful evening with parents and 
community members during the STEAM FAIR.
 

Students and Faculty at Lake Road Elementary are busy 
sprinkling kindness like confetti ALL AROUND!  We'd all like 
to extend a big bright THANK YOU to Mrs. Natalie Huebner 
for taking Ms. Linda and Mrs. Alisha's "rainbow vision" and 
bringing it to life on our hallway wall!  If you're in our 
neighborhood, please stop by and check out some of the 
acts of kindness in which Lake Road folks have already 
been caught!  We think kindness is contagious:)

Lake Road

Janet Cunningham, educational assistant at Black 
Oak, works with first grade students who are not 
being served in Tier 2 and Tier 3 intervention during 
RTI time.  She used multiple texts to help students 
gain knowledge about igloos. The text pictured in the 
middle, "The Igloo," has a lexile level of 490/guided 
reading level L. Prior to the unit, the students 
formulated questions about igloos. These questions 
were addressed during the unit using the text sets 
during read alouds, shared reading, and small group 
reading with Mrs. Janet. The culminating task 
involved each student creating an igloo and having 
an opportunity to speak before the group and 
describe igloos and summarize all that they knew 
about igloos. They also answered probing questions 
about igloos asked by Mrs. Janet.

Mrs. Corey’s fourth graders have been discovering the 
magic of complex text. After returning from Christmas 
Break, the students have been immersed in the world 
of Harry Potter during their shared reading time. To 
keep students inspired, magic and whimsy have been 
spread throughout their work. A narrative writing piece 
was inspired by a wand the students designed and 
created using the STEM design process. After their 
introduction to Hogwarts, students used text-based 
evidence to illustrate their own version of the setting. 
Each student posed for a photo and was placed into 
their own setting by using green screen technology and 
the DoInk.
Weaving this theme throughout their day has led to 
students creating potions in math where they had to 
work with fractions and mixtures.  In computer class, 
Mr. Shane had them work on owl research to learn 
about the creature that was close to Harry Potter in the 
series.  As a fun twist, Coach Moffitt has planned a 
“grounded” version of Quidditch that they will be playing 
in PE. 
This has been a wonderful time for our students to use 
their creative talents and soar through complex text, 
while enjoying educational magic.
 

Black Oak




